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 In the spring of 1951, Gen. Douglas MacArthur was relieved of his post as Commander 
of the United Nations forces defending Korea. It was a shock to the American people. Shortly 
afterwards, he addressed the U.S. Congress uttering these unforgettable words, “Old soldiers 
never die, they just fade away.” 
 
 Shortly before his death, I visited Father Frank Dunbar in a nursing home in West  
Granville. I had served with him several years ago and came to admire him deeply. I also  
visited Father Ed in the Barnwell Nursing Home in Valatie. He too is failing and seems quite 
isolated. I began to wonder whether our elderly priests are getting lost in the shuffle. I began 
thinking “Old priests never die, they just fade away.” Happily, we have Father St. John living 
with us at Blessed Sacrament. I believe the fate, the spiritual well-being of our elderly priests  
is a concern for us. 
 

The stronger focus on the role of the laity in the Church has been revolutionary and  
inspired by the Holy Spirit. Yet it has created a shift in our understanding of the priestly role.  
Recent events have also impacted our understanding. 

  
 Yet the teachings of the Second Vatican Council still stand. The “Decree on the Ministry 
and Life of Priests” gives us the Church’s understanding of the priesthood. I offer a few  
citations: 
 
 Priests “… will be particularly solicitous for priests who are sick, afflicted, over-
burdened with work, lonely, exiled from their homeland. They will readily and joyfully gather 
together for recreation, remembering the Lord’s own invitation to the weary apostles, “come 
apart into a desert place and rest a while.” 
 
 Shortly after the document states: “Such a life can take several forms… A shared roof 
where this is feasible, or a common table or at least frequent and regular gatherings.” 
And a bit later: “For priests are brothers among brothers.” 

  
 Of course, the priesthood is not meant to be an exclusive society. As priests we are 
aware that we are called to be servants of our people. We know we cannot minister without 
you. We are aware that without our parishioners we would fail. We need your aid and support 
in caring for elderly priests. My hope is that we can join together and caring for elderly and 
infirm priests. 

 
PS- The quotations are from #8 and #9 of the “Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests.” 



 

 

  
  The Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
         
              By Father Peter J. Murray, SJ 

 

 When you think about the Mount of Transfiguration, also known as Mount Tabor, you think  

perhaps of a high rugged place that was hard to climb. I used to think of Mount Tabor that way.  

Then I went to the Holy Land on a beautiful pilgrimage; and I saw it. I still think of this Biblical spot 

as a holy hill, and pretty rugged, but there is no way I can judge how hard it was to climb or how high 

it really is. We were driven to the top, most of us anyway, by bus; and only a few men walked up the 

mountain, or walked a good portion of it. 

 Jesus, of course, and His disciples lived in a different age. There were no buses, trams, trains, 

autos or motorbikes back then; there were of course donkeys and mules (and camels) but Jesus,  

Peter, and the two sons of thunder did not have means to purchase or borrow a small donkey or two… 

not at that point in time. It is presumed they climbed all the way up, way up high to be by themselves. 

To gain some perspective on God’s divine plan, what it was and would be. 

 About that term: “gain perspective” …  I do not think it was something that Peter and  

his fellow fishermen James and John had very often! But we know from the second reading for 

 this feast day, that Peter eventually came to look upon this event as one of singular importance.  

His perspective changed-- he became aware that they were on Tabor-- eyewitnesses to God’s  

astounding glory! Such had not seemed to happen when they first underwent the mountaintop  

experience. No, it took Peter-- as it can take any person who aspires to become a disciple of Jesus--  

a long time to figure things out, even to realize the beauty of a rich, revelatory vision, granted by God 

as a privileged way of strengthening and of enlightening! 

 We will have such Tabor experiences-- moments of clarity or insight in a dazzling way-- at rare 

times in our everyday lives.  

 

 

 

                           

                                  
                                         

    

    

 



 

  

 When they come, we must cherish them. We must, as Peter says, be extra attentive as if we were 

looking at “a lamp shining in a dark place.” Or as scholar Romano Guardini said once, to strengthen 

our faith: “Whatever our measure, we can see (in the Transfiguration mystery) something of that 

flaming arc which broke through for the first time on Tabor; to reveal 

itself victoriously in the Resurrection!” 

 

                           The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

                                   
                                         By Father Julian Davies, OFM 

 

The Feast of the Assumption, celebrated as the fourth glorious  

mystery of the Rosary for centuries, expresses an important truth about Mary with important  

implications for ourselves. Mary is not just a soul in Heaven like all the Saints, but is body and    

soul in Heaven, resurrected to new life like her divine Son and as we hope to be at the end of time. 

Psalm16, in a phrase applied in the Scriptures to Jesus, which says He will not allow the body of  

his beloved to undergo decay can also be applied to Mary, for she was truly beloved of God by her  

divine Motherhood, her freedom from all sin, and her selection by her Son on the cross as our  

Mother.  

 Mary’s Assumption reminds us that there is a heaven, and that it is our destiny to be there.  

    It also affords her the opportunity to exercise in a universal way the Motherhood of the Church that 

is hers.  We then have a spiritual mother, a powerful intercessor, who relays the needs of her children 

to Jesus as she did at Cana in Galilee. 

    Mary’s Assumption encompasses her Queenship, celebrated as a special Feast a week after her  

Holy Day Feast.  The hymn, “Hail Holy Queen Enthroned Above” which I  regard as Mary’s  

 Anthem honors her and describes what she is to us: “Queen of Mercy and of Love; our hope in  

    sorrow and in woe; cause of  joy to us below.”  If you can find all six verses of this hymn, sing them 

all, recalling as St. Augustine said, “whoever sings prays twice. “ 

 



 

A Meditation by St. John Henry Newman 

 

God has created me to do Him some definite service; 

He has committed some work to me 

which He has not committed to another. 

I have my mission—I never may know it in this life, 

but I shall be told it in the next. 

Somehow I am necessary for His purposes… 

I have a part in this great work; 

I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection 

between persons. 

He has not created me for naught. I shall do good, 

I shall do His work; 

I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth 

in my own place, while not intending it, 

if I do but keep His commandments 

and serve Him in my calling. 

Therefore I will trust Him. 

Whatever, wherever I am, 

I can never be thrown away. 

If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him; 

In perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him; 

If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. 

My sickness, or perplexity, or sorrow may be 

necessary causes of some great end, 

which is quite beyond us. 

He does nothing in vain; He may prolong my life, 

He may shorten it; 

He knows what He is about. 

He may take away my friends, 

He may throw me among strangers, 

He may make me feel desolate, 

make my spirits sink, hide the future from me— 

still He knows what He is about.… 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


