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Dear Fathers, 

Thank you for your service to God and the Church.  This is the first issue of the newsletter for the Community 

of Mary, Mother of Mercy, an organization for Catholic laity and senior priests who support each other 

through prayer and friendship in living as disciples of Jesus.  Senior priests of every diocese and  religious   

order are welcome to be part of our community. For more information, please see our website, 

www.communityofmary.org. We are grateful for your vocation and want you to know that we are praying for 

you. 

Mary, Mother of Priests 

By Louise Merrie 

Every priest I am friends with has great devotion to Mary. They honor her by praying the Rosary every 

day, often speak of her importance in their lives and in the Church, and encourage me to be devoted to her too. 

Whenever they experience difficulties, they turn to Mary for help, knowing that she has always interceded for 

them and will continue to do so. These priests understand that Mary is a mother to them. 

While Mary is a mother to everyone in the Church, she has a special role as the mother of priests. It  

began when Jesus, from the cross, entrusted His mother to the Apostle, St. John, one of the first priests, and 

then entrusted St. John to His mother.  

Mary was with the Apostles when they received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Since the beginning of the 

Church, Mary remained with the Apostles to pray with them and encourage them. Mary continues to remain 

with priests today. She helps them to be close to her son, Jesus and she continually prays for their salvation. 

She prays for them as they offer Mass, celebrate the Sacraments, and care for their parishioners. Mary is also 

with priests when they are no longer able to be involved in active ministry because of health problems. She is 

there to assist them if they experience suffering and to encourage them in their service to the Church through 

prayer. From the day of their ordination through the years of retirement, priests can rely on Mary’s intercession 

to help them in their vocation and in every need. Mary is their mother and always loves them. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Brothers, 
 
  
  
More than 65 years ago I entered Mater Christi Seminary in Albany. Almost immediately we classmates began to 

develop strong friendships with one another.  During the summers of our years in the seminary many of us were 

counselors at Camp Tekawitha or Camp Skully. Then for the next four summers we attended Camp Jogues/

Gibbons at Brant Lake, New York. They were some of the most wonderful years of our lives. Our fraternity, our 

love for one another grew even stronger. We became “Fraters in unum”, brothers to one another. 

 

During these years we learned that the Catholic priesthood is an incredibly wonderful life.  As time went on it  

became obvious that the union among Albany priests and seminarians was admired by priests and seminarians 

from other dioceses.  This was encouraging and very humbling. 

 

At St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore I found that same love for the priesthood. When the day came for the 4th  

year theologians, the deacons, to return to their own dioceses for ordination we, their schoolmates, gathered 

 around their cars as they were leaving and sang the first verse from Psalm 133 to them, “Behold how good and 

how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell in unity”.  The sense of our unity was overwhelming. 

  

After we were ordained we rediscovered our Catholic people’s reverence for the priesthood.  Of course we  

realized that this reverence was about the Priesthood of Jesus Christ not about us. 

 

During these most recent times things have changed. Recent scandals have been painful. We are not perfect and 

yet we still cherish the priesthood. 

 

One of our primary focuses for the priesthood is retired priests.  What happens to a priest when he retires?   

As brothers do we lookout for one another or do we just fade away or get lost in the shuffle?   

Does our love and respect for one another carry on?  Do our laity stay involved with us? 

  

I hope we can get a group together to pray for our retired priests and search out other ways to support them.   

Since we have no children we will be most grateful for your prayers and concern.   

Please get in touch with your thoughts and prayers. 

   

                                                               
                                                                                   Let us pray for one another 
  
                                                                                    Fr. Frank O’Connor  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

By Peter J. Murray, S. J. 

  

       One statement I recall from growing up in the 50s is this: “in each Catholic home there should be a     

 well-displayed picture of the Sacred Heart.” The truth is, most homes did in fact have a picture of the  

 Sacred Heart hanging in them. Some even had statues of the Sacred Heart, and/or of St. Joseph and 

 Mary. This fervor for advertising certain Catholic devotions was very much a part of everyday life, 

 back then. 

      Today, all too often, Catholics have lost a sense of what it might mean to be strongly devoted to the  

             Sacred Heart. When we meditate on the Sacred humanity of Jesus-- His life, His many deeds, all that He     

             suffered in order to save us from the slavery that we find ourselves bound by, we are faced with  

            Divine love which is precious and powerful. We discover that Heart burning with love, a Heart whose 

 owner one spoke these sad words: “Behold this Heart, which has loved men so much, and has been little 

 loved in return!” 

       Jesus of course spoke those words to Margaret Mary Alocoque (1647-1690). She, a French Visitandine 

 nun, was privileged to receive revelations from the same Sacred Heart in the mid-1670s and after. And a 

 young Jesuit priest, living in the same town (Paray-le-Monial)-- named Father Claude De la Columbiere 

 (1641 – 1682)-- was chosen to be her spiritual director. Claude offered skilled and valuable discernment 

 and aid to Margaret Mary, assisting in her mission of spreading a vital, newly intense, devotion to the 

 Heart of Christ, during that century. Both were later declared saints (Margaret Mary, 1920; Columbiere, 

 1992). 

                



 

 

 

 The Catholic culture kept alive this devotion, for centuries, together with a Christological  

emphasis on the “love of Christ which surpasses all human understanding”. (Words from St. Paul) 

But after the 1960’s the devotion seem to decline somewhat--to be downplayed and even mocked  

by some.  

 We need of course new ways of appreciating the Divine heart of God in every age and 

culture… The Divine Mercy movement, emphasized at times by St. John Paul II, is one tool for  

keeping a sense of God’s mercy in everyday life. Yet, directly approaching the Sacred Heart of  

Jesus, through prayer, fasting and visits to a church is also an effective means of keeping such an 

important devotion actively known and loved…. 

 I recall a prayer that we often prayed as children: “Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my trust  

in Thee; no matter what befalls me Lord I place my trust in Thee! ” Not a bad prayer for the  

Christian of today, as well! For we know that, beyond all other needs, we discover a supreme  

need for deeper union with the Holy One who alone can satisfy, from His very fullness, the  

deepest desires of our own unruly hearts! 

 

(June 19) is the Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. It is also the World Day of Prayer for the  

Sanctification of Priests.  

 

“My thoughts turn in a special way…to you, dear brother Priests and Bishops, who, for reasons of age, 

no longer have direct responsibility for pastoral ministry. The Church still needs you. She appreciates 

the services which you may wish to provide in many areas of the apostolate; she counts on the support 

of your longer periods of prayer; she counts on your advice born of experience, and she is enriched by 

your daily witness to the Gospel.  From Letter to the Elderly by Saint John Paul II. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


