
 

 

The Community of Mary,  

Mother of Mercy Newsletter 

September/October 2020 

Dear Brothers, 

 “Here is rest from toil and study, here a leafy silence reigns. Banish now all care 

 and worry, only angels’ peace remains. Yet these scenes can call up visions that will  

 make the heart beat fast with a zeal to serve the Master like the heroes of the past. 

 Mountains… and hills proclaim it. Let the joyful valleys ring, praise to sainted Jogues      

 our Martyr dying here for Christ our King.” 

 As best I can remember the above was the camp song for us who spent wonderful  

summers at Camp Gibbons/Jogues as seminarians many years ago. It was written by 

 Father Aloysius Bernhart, a priest of our diocese who was a Sulpician and taught  

some of us at St. Mary’s, Paca Street, Baltimore. This song still has a wonderful effect 

 on me. It surely does call forth visions of the past.  

 Another memory is the Latin, Biblical phrase, “Erant gigantes in terra in  

diebus illis. (“There were giants on the earth in those days.”) We used to refer to      

 the priests who went before us, priests like Pete Young and Howard Hubbard and Frank 

 Gilchrist and  J. J. Rooney and John Casey and Joe Anselment. The list goes on. 

 You who are reading this are one more of these “Gigantes”.” I’ll sign off with one more 

 of the phrases we often spoke: “Oremus pro invicem.” “Let us pray for each other.” 

 

Peace, 

Frank O’ Connor 

P. S. Tommie Vail would be proud of my Latin!  



 

 

 
 
 
 

   

                                       St. Francis of Assisi 
 
                 By Father Julian Davies, OFM 
 

 

 

  St. Francis is popular today because of his love of nature and his affirmation of the  

brotherhood of all creatures from humans to plants, and mountains and seas to sun, moon and stars.  

Catholic tradition sees him as a man passionately devoted to Christ--born in a manger and living  

among us; his reenactment of the Christmas story with real animals, crèche and infant sparked that 

Christmas custom.  Frequent meditation on the sufferings of Jesus on the Cross led to his receiving 

 the wounds of Christ in his body, the Stigmata. Padre Pio in the last century also received that 

 privilege.     

  Francis was also greatly devoted to the Eucharist.  In fact, he wrote three public letters  

significantly treating that great mystery--to leaders of the friars, to Christian kings, and to all the  

faithful.  In each of these letters, he draws attention to the wondrous humility and love of the Lord  

who comes to us under the humble form of bread. He urges the rulers to promote the frequent and 

 worthy reception of Holy Communion. Because he realizes the Real Presence of Jesus in the  

Eucharist,  he exhorts the authorities and faithful alike to see that the altar linens, the chalices,  

the tabernacles are immaculately clean. He also urges respect for priests, regardless of their failings,  

for they alone bring us Christ by celebrating the Mass.   

    

    St. Francis’ love of nature had a Gospel dimension. When he saw the birds of the air,  

the thought of God’s Providence for them, as described in the Sermon on the Mount.  When he saw  

a lamb, he thought of Jesus the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. When he spied a 

stick on the ground, he thought of the Cross of Christ.  He loved to pray on mountains because that is 

what Jesus had done, and he loved to pray with his brothers, since Jesus had done that with his  

disciples and on the Mount of Transfiguration. Francis saw the sun and moon, water and plants and  

animals as precious gifts of God to us. He praised fire for its warmth and light and healing power. 

     

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

     Francis saw God in people, poor and rich, sick, and well, sinful and holy.  His first  great 

 victory over self was embracing a leper, and then caring for them.  He changed places with a  

     beggar in Rome to learn humility for himself and show solidarity with the beggar.   

          He even insisted that the friars give food to some hungry thieves who had come to the door.    

 When he entered a village to preach, he would say “ Good morning, good people.”  And that 

 greeting had a transformative power . Francis could address people as good, because they 

 were creatures of God pronounced good by their creator in the book of Genesis. 

      

  Some saints are so austere and unusual that we cannot hope to imitate them.                   

 The Church bids us in the prayer for his Feast to: “follow in the footsteps of Francis of  

          Assisi.”  We can do this by our love of the Eucharist and seeing and loving, the great and the  

 small, the good and the bad, the attractive and the unattractive. all the creatures of God that we 

 meet.   

 

                    

             A Legacy of Mission and Love 

             By Father Peter J. Murray, SJ 

   

 

  Down through the ages, the Christian saints and martyrs are the ones judged to have most 

 successfully attained a good measure of the ideal offered in the Bible: showing love in an  

 extraordinary degree, after the manner of Christ (if we accept a Christian reading of both Old  

 and New Testaments as our normative one). Such love can change the world, but many times it 

 extracts a heavy price. Sometimes the price it demands is life itself--  the witness of Martyrdom! 

   

  When I was director of the Shrine in Auriesville, NY, I began to learn a lot more about  

 certain saintly martyrs that had come to the “New World” (as many of the Europeans called 

 our continent back then) in order to evangelize the souls found there, to bring them to a 

 knowledge of Christ. Our Shrine was called, in fact, the “Shrine of the North American  Martyrs” 

 and we honored there, in a special way, three of the eight saints called the  

 “Jesuit North American  martyrs”, a group that had been canonized by Rome in 1930:  

            St. John de Brefeuf, St. Isaac Jogues, St. Gabriel Lalement, St. Antoine Daniel, St. Charles 

 Garnier, St. Noel Chabanel, St. René Goupil, and St. John de La Lande.  

   

 



 

 

  These eight martyr-missionaries came from France in the 17th century and planted the 

seeds of Faith in a world so far removed from that in which they came of age that it must  have 

seemed to those men to be almost a different planet! The work undertaken by those French mission-

aries in what is now upper New York State in Canada has been heralded by some people, denigrated 

by others, and attacked as “religious colonizing” by still others.  

  But there is little doubt that these eight men and others who came after them planted       

the faith in this part of the world. Their work did bear much fruit in the lives of some of the         

Mohawk and Huron natives among whom they labored, as well as many other persons.  

Yet, the actual legacy they left goes beyond the sheer question of numbers, and has to do with things 

like witness, and loving courage, and the need for signs of love shown across cultures, if Christianity 

is to be true to its founder and its far-ranging ideals and goals. 

Our Lady of the Rosary and Priests 

By Louise Merrie 

 October is the month dedicated to the Rosary. I often pray the Rosary for priests, and I have 

prayed it with many of the priests I have been friends with. My friendships with senior priests have 

given me a greater devotion to Mary and have made me more committed to praying the Rosary.  

 My friend, Father John Rooney, often said the Rosary ought to be prayed with other people. 

The Rosary is a prayer that connects us to other members of the Church, as it is prayed by Catholics 

throughout the world and was prayed by many in the communion of saints. In my experience, it is 

also a prayer that can strengthen friendships when friends pray it together. On many occasions, I 

had the opportunity to pray the Rosary with  Father James Vaughn and members of his parish, when 

he would lead the Rosary after weekday Mass at Sacred Heart Church in Troy. He told me he       

always prayed the Rosary in the morning before he became busy. Praying the Rosary together was 

part of almost all my visits with two of the priests I was closest to: Father Edward Ryan and Father 

John Rooney. Both priests experienced poor health at the end of their lives and found it difficult to 

live in a nursing home. Prayer was their source of strength, and praying with other people was one 

way they continued their ministry as priests.  

 As the Mother of priests, Mary encourages and supports priests in their vocation. I have seen 

that through her Rosary, she also helps priests who have health problems to stay close to Jesus, 

maintain peace, receive renewed strength, and continue to minister to others through prayer. 



 

 

An Interview with Father George St. John 

 

By Louise Merrie 

 

 

 Father George Guinan St. John grew up in Troy, New York, a member of St. Peter’s par-

ish where he was an altar server from third grade until he entered minor seminary. He attended 

St. Peter’s School and Catholic Central High School, where he began to realize God was  

calling him to the priesthood. He said, “There were a number of diocesan priests at the high 

school; it was through the observance of the priests that I became interested so finally I spoke 

to a priest about it.” I asked him how man discerns this vocation. He said, “Through your 

prayer and relationship with others, goals that you may have, all these kinds of considerations, 

it appears that this is what the Lord calls you to do.” He added, “You never know you have the 

vocation until the bishop calls you to be ordained.” 

 Father St. John’s family was very supportive of his vocation and in July 1944, shortly 

after graduating from high school, he left Troy to go to St. Andrew’s Minor Seminary and 

Rochester. He stayed there for two years, then went to St. Joseph’s Seminary (Dunwoodie) in 

Yonkers where he studied for six years. Both seminaries gave him a great education and  

formation and he enjoyed his experiences there. He said, “I had a grand time at the minor 

 seminary and in St. Joseph’s as well. It was good to become acquainted with guys from other 

dioceses.”  

 On June 7, 1952, George St. John was ordained to the priesthood at the Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception in Albany by Bishop Edmund Gibbons along with four other men 

from the diocese and five Conventual Franciscans.  

 

 



 

 

  

 Father St. John’s first assignment was at the Church of the Blessed Sacrament in Albany. 

The parish was in great need of priests – one priest there had just suffered a heart attack and the 

other priests had been in a car accident. Father Andrew Kordich and Father St. John were  

assigned to help while the priests were recuperating. During his time there, Father St. John  

celebrated Mass, heard confessions, visited the sick, instructed converts, and did marriage  

preparation for several couples. He stayed until October 4, when he was asked to be an  

Associate Pastor at St. Margaret of Cortona Church in Rotterdam Junction. The assignment 

came quickly. “In those days, you got an assignment on Friday and were gone on Sunday,” 

 Father St. John explained.  

 

 The pastor of St. Margaret’s also just had a heart attack and needed help right away.  

Father St. John did not stay long. On Christmas Eve, the Bishop called and asked him to become 

the chaplain for Albany Medical Center and the Sisters of Mercy  

Motherhouse.  

  

 After three years as a hospital chaplain, Father St. John was appointed as the  

Director of Religious Education for the Albany Diocese. While working as Director, he took 

classes at Siena College and received a Master’s degree in Education. During this time,  

the diocese developed a new program with the help of the Sisters of St. Joseph and  Father John 

Malecki to train religion teachers and catechists. Father St. John taught some of the program’s 

classes, held at the College of St. Rose. He also worked with parishes to create catechism  

programs for the public school students in Albany and throughout the diocese. 

 

 In 1960, Father St. John was appointed as the Principal of Saint Patrick’s Central  

Catholic High School in Catskill. Within his first four years as Principal, the student  

 



 

 

 

 

population grew from 125 to almost 300 students. He served as parish administrator of the  

parish during the summer of 1969 and as Pastor from September through January 1970.  

 

 From 1970 to 1977, Father St. John was the Pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Glens Falls.  

“This was the first time I was Pastor for so long,” he said. “There were various committees, 

parish councils developing at that time after the Second Vatican Council, preparation for 

 marriage, and baptisms. St. Mary’s had both a grammar school and high school in those days. 

There were 700 students in the grammar school and 500 in the high school for students around 

the area. It was a large parish. A lot of instruction for converts. A lot of weddings.” 

 

 From 1977 to 1981, Father St. John lived at St. Mary’s parish in Clinton Heights where 

he was involved in helping with some of the parish activities, celebrating Mass and hearing 

confessions. He was appointed Pastor of Holy Spirit Church in East Greenbush in 1981 and 

remained Pastor there for 21 years. During that time, the school grew as more families moved 

to the area and added seventh and eighth grade classes. 

  

 After retiring as Pastor in August 2003, Father St. John moved to the rectory at  

Blessed Sacrament Church where he has assisted in the parish and helping in other parishes, 

when needed. Father St. John has been very happy in his vocation as a priest. He said, “I’m 

happy with all the assignments that I’ve enjoyed. Working with the youngsters in the school 

 situations has been good”. When asked what he has enjoyed the most, he answered, 

“Teaching and preparing people for entrance into the Church, and working in collaboration 

with other priests, religious and laity.” He added, “Finding life in the Word of God and the 

Body and Blood of Christ for ourselves as priests and for the people we serve in whatever  

capacity is fundamental to the fruitfulness and happiness of our priesthood.” 

 



 

 

 

My Priestly Prayer of Gratitude to the Most Holy & Blessed Trinity God 

 I praise and thank God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit for the gift 

of my life, my faith, my priesthood and my salvation through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ.  

 I am thankful to God for the love of my father and mother, Arthur W. Vaughan and 

Nora Shanahan, who brought me into the world and all of the people of my early 

 childhood who helped me to grow in body and soul; my grandparents, my uncles and 

aunts, my cousins, friends and neighbors, my teachers, priests and sisters, classmates, and 

 anyone who touched my life in any way to make me a better person. I am ever grateful to 

the Catholic schools and seminaries that nourish my educational and spiritual growth to 

the Priesthood. 

 

 I am especially thankful for my priestly companions and the whole fraternity of the 

Priesthood in our Albany Catholic Diocese and all of the Bishops whom we have served 

under including our present Bishop, Edward B Scharfenberger and Bishop Emeritus, 

Howard J. Hubbard.  

  

 Finally, I am grateful for all my priestly assignments, especially the Parishes that I 

have served God’s wonderful faithful people, who in turn have encouraged and strength-

ened my Priesthood and made me feel how worthwhile it is to be a Priest of Jesus 

Christ… 

 

Thank you, Lord for all your blessings and graces and bless everyone who has been 

part of my life. “Blessed be the holy and undivided Trinity now and forever. Amen.” 

 

P.S. I want to thank everyone who was able to come and share in my Final           

Eucharistic Celebration of the Holy Mass in this world and thanks to all others who could 

not come but were here in spirit and prayed for me. I hope and pray that we all meet again 

with our God and live in his kingdom of heaven forever… Amen.                                                  

 

 Sincerely Yours in the name of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ… Amen. 

 Father Jim Vaughan 


