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Dear Brothers, 

 

In the last edition of this newsletter I mention the priests who went before us. They were 

Giants. George St. John died on December 2 and Pete Young on December 9.  

 
It was my privilege and Father Dan Quinn’s privilege to be with Father George during 

his last days. I was amazed at his serenity. There was not even a trace of fear in his eyes or on 

his face. Never did he complain. Over and over again he uttered the words “ Thank you, thank 

you, thank you.” In my seven years living with him I never heard him complain or say a bad 

word about anyone. He passed quietly into the arms of God, “a priest forever.”  

 

When I first arrived at St. Joseph’s in Arbor Hill in 1970 I would walk along Clinton  

Avenue. As I passed by the little kids they would greet me with “Hi Father Young.” I began to 

realize that they thought every priest was Father Young. The imprint that Peter Young made on 

the people of the inner city was and is incredible. He was a giant in size and especially a giant 

in heart and spirit. It would be impossible to calculate the effect for good he had on hundreds,  

truly thousands of people. How many lives were saved by the love and care of Peter Young,   

an ambassador of Christ, and those who ministered with him.  

 
And just to think they were ours. They are ours, these two holy men. You too are one of 

the “Gigantes” we love and honor and pray for. Amen 

 

 

Peace, 

Frank O’ Connor 
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Remembering Our Spiritual Fathers and Brothers 

By Louise Merrie 

 

 In the month of November, we particularly remember the souls of all who have died, and 

we continue to pray for them throughout the year. Priests are reminded to pray for their brother 

priests when they use the Ordo, which includes the names of  every deceased priest in their     

diocese on the date of their death. Lay people too, pray for the souls of priests. They are our  

spiritual fathers, part of our family in the Church, and we have all been helped in some way by 

priests. 

   
 During the last few years, some of my close priest friends have died, including Father   

Edward Ryan, Father John Rooney, Father Capistran Hanlon, OFM, Father Bede Fitzpatrick, 

OFM, Father Reginald Reddy, OFM, and Father James Vaughan.  I pray for them every day and  

at every Mass I attend. Praying for them is one way  I can thank them for their friendship and 

their  prayers for me. Even if they already in Heaven (as I hope they are), God can still use my 

prayers to help other people --  hopefully, the souls of other priests. 

 
 Since 2016, the Community of Mary, Mother of Mercy has offered a Mass every           

November for the souls of priests who have died. It is a beautiful Mass, and it is good to see  

people come to pray for the priests they knew. In the intercessory prayers each year, the lector 

reads the names of the priests who served in this diocese who died within the last five years.    

As we pray for them and all deceased priests, I believe that they know we are praying for them, 

and that they are not forgotten, but still loved and appreciated. 
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Rejoice in God’s Great Love! 

   
                                             By Father Peter J. Murray, SJ 

    
  

 Gaudete Sunday begins on a happy note: “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I 

say it: rejoice!” Yet you might well feel at this time as if you'd be unlikely to ever rejoice 

again, so difficult and different does this ADVENT of 2020 feel! We have all endured the 

long valley of struggle that this past year has given us. We, you and I, have known      

personal trials, national trials, and--hanging over all, the World-wide trial of a pandemic, 

Covid.   How then can we truly rejoice? 

 
 Today’s readings however can offer us some new perspectives on which to reflect! 

We have here a helpful Teacher in the prophet Isaiah, a saintly guide for all seasons in 

Saint Paul, and a mighty intercessor, too, in John, whose baptismal work at the Jordan 

river prefigures all the Baptismal and foundational ceremonies the Church will be    

guardian of, down through the ages. 
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 Advent, we have come to learn, has many moods, and different spokespersons. Often, we 

see the striking figure of the Baptist, the one who prepares the 'way of the Lord,' taking center 

stage. In today's gospel passage, we find John in dialogue with certain priests and Levites. He is 

honest with them and tells them he is the "voice of one  crying out in the wilderness, "make 

straight the Lord's pathway!"  John tells them he is not the Messiah but has been sent to give 

"witness to the Light" --and to point them towards the One "whose sandal strap I am not worthy 

to stoop down and unfasten."   

  
 We too are called to honesty and humility in this season of Advent. Rejoice, yes, but       

rejoice because we have the time and strength to prepare our minds and hearts for the coming 

of the Saviour. He came once in time, entering our history in a marvelous manner; but  He 

comes again to all those who pray for His graceful wisdom, who yearn for a finer, more just 

world with all their being, AND WHO STRIVE TO SERVE OTHERS after the example of His 

compassion and goodness.    

  
 Mary's presence is important too during this Season. With her at our side, we can begin to 

appreciate the powerful meaning of the great Feast soon to come, even as we prepare for it with 

joy, with sincerity, and with the confidence that God will one day heal our broken hearts, and show 

us the path to Salvation! ***** 
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                                                          Venite Adoremus 

                                                By Father Julian Davies, OFM 

 

The theme of Advent is set so beautifully by these verses of the hymn,                        

On Jordan’s Bank. 

 
“Then cleansed be every heart from sin. Make straight the way of God within.                             

O let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 

      
 For you are man’s salvation Lord. Our refuge and our great reward.  Once more upon 

your people shine and fill the world with love divine.” 

 
The themes of Christ’s coming, our preparation, and abundant love are expressed in  

the plural, for we are always members of the community of Jesus’ Church and of the human 

race. Yet the petitions in this hymn are so personal that each one can relate to them.            

Preparing our hearts is also suggested in the prayer for the Second Sunday of  Advent which 

in its earlier form called for us to remove the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with 

joy -- that is our sins and our selfishness. A Christmas confession is a centuries old way of  

doing both. This year, the stress and distress caused by the pandemic is something we all need 

reduced if not removed from our lives.   

 
     The coming of Christ we pray for is not just a Christmas Communion,   

but an ongoing sense of His presence within us, something like the way those we love  remain 

with us.     

 

    We ask for the world to be “filled with love divine.”  We pray to have a love that is    

divine, for human hearts to be generous, compassionate, forgiving, gentle and respectful.   
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 The traditional Christmas carols give us the Christmas themes of joy, salvation,  

the details of mother and baby, manger, shepherds, angels. “Joy to the World” shouts out themes          

of joy and salvation and continues the preparation theme of Advent in the call for “every heart             

to prepare him room.”  The carol “O Come All Ye Faithful” leads us from joyful triumph to peaceful 

adoration.  “Silent Night”  gives us the mother and her child, tender and mild.  God comes to us as a 

child so we will not be threatened by His majesty, but drawn to Him by the open and wiggly arms     

and feet of an infant.   

 

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” reminds us that the birth of Jesus is real history not a fairy tale.  

The town still exists and features an ancient church commemorating the location of this real event.   

God chose to come to us not in a bustling city like Jerusalem, but a small village.  Appearances don’t 

mean a lot to Him.  

 

 “The First Noel” tells us that God’s angels first told of the Savior’s birth  to shepherds,         

gainfully employed, but definitely lower class.  Status isn’t very important to God.  Faith and trust    

are.  

 
These carols are not just for Christmas Day and Epiphany.  Let us sing them every day during  

the Christmas season.  
 

The Gospel of midnight Mass sets the scene immortalized in art (check your computer or     

smart phone for Nativity paintings) and in creches all over the world. The first reading from the   

prophet Isaiah is immortalized in the grandeur of Handel’s Messiah. The second reading lays out          

a path for Christians to travel: temperately, ordering our desires, devoutly, reverencing the Lord        

consistently, and justly, treating our neighbor fairly. This whole short passage is one you should       

copy out and paste on a  mirror or wall, or put in a frame and perhaps one of you come up with              

a melody for it.  Adeste fideles! 

       

          

  

 

 

 

 

 


