
  

 

The Community of Mary,  
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Dear Brothers, 

 

 More than a year and a half ago I went off for a walk on a sunny Sunday afternoon. The next thing I 

remember is an ambulance attendant saying to me, “What is your name?” I had been hit by a car while     

crossing Washington Avenue at West Lawrence Street. I had no memory of the accident. 

 After spending three or four days in Albany Med, I was told that I would be released on the  following 

day. My condition did not require nursing home care, yet I was in no shape to go back  to the rectory. I began 

wondering where I would go. 

 At that point, Sister Grace Diaz SNJM, at that time, our Pastoral Associate at the Shrine Church of Our 

Lady of the Americas came to my rescue. She contacted the Sisters at the Convent of Mercy and they           

graciously welcomed me. I don’t think that I have ever experienced such wonderful community life. I stayed 

with the Sisters until I was ready to go back to the rectory two months later. 

 Our brother Joe Anselment is in an assisted living center in Queensbury. Due to the pandemic, he has 

been disconnected from outside spiritual support for nearly a year. Joe is a wonderful person and has given his 

best to the people of our diocese for many years. After I visited him, I thought of the opening words of Psalm 

133, “Ecce quam bonum et quam jucundum habitare fratres in unum.” “Behold how good and how pleasant it 

is when brothers live together in unity.” How much we need one another! 

 Included in this newsletter is a plan/proposal developed by Louise Schrecongost in consultation with a 

number of our priests, including me. She is strongly committed to this plan. You are welcome to contact me as 

well. My mailing address is Blessed Sacrament     Rectory, 607 Central Avenue, Albany, NY 12206.  

 

Peace, 

Father Frank O’ Connor 

 



2 

 

A Home for Senior Priests 

Dear Fathers, 

One of the main goals of the Community of Mary, Mother of Mercy from the beginning has been to 

establish a residence for senior priests that would be an alternative to assisted living or a nursing home for 

priests who can’t live independently because of health problems. Priests who are in better health would also 

be welcome to live there. The home could also be a place where priests could stay to recuperate after being 

in the hospital. It is our hope that this will be the year that we can start our home. 

The residence will be small, with approximately four – six priests. We plan to use an existing    

building and adapt it for the residence. If we cannot find a suitable house, we will have one built. Rather 

than resembling a nursing home, it would be set up like a regular house. The house will be in a quiet, safe 

residential neighborhood, preferably on a side street without traffic. It will have a large yard so the priests 

can spend time outdoors. The building will be handicapped accessible and it will be equipped with security 

features for safety. Each priest would have his own bedroom and bathroom. One room will be used as the 

chapel. 

The home will provide meals, housekeeping, laundry, and transportation. Priests who need personal 

care and/or nursing can receive assistance from aides and nurses from an agency (or from aides and nurses 

they know) and their own doctors can continue to coordinate their care. Members of the Community of 

Mary, Mother of Mercy will also be available to assist the priests, if needed, 24 hours a day. 

The Community of Mary, Mother of Mercy will collaborate with the priests to help with the daily 

operation of the home. Everyone who volunteers at the home will be committed to the Community’s       

mission of service to priests with love, kindness, and respect. We will follow the teachings of Jesus and the 

Church on caring for others with love and mercy. All volunteers will be given training, formation, and 

background checks. We will protect the priests’ privacy and not reveal any information about their health 

problems or use their names or photographs in fundraising. 

An important part of our mission is to support priests in their vocation, and so we will provide the 

priests in the residence opportunities to remain involved in their ministry to the extent that they are able to. 

Priests who aren’t well enough to go out could continue their ministry in the home, if they would like to,  
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by offering Mass, hearing confessions, giving spiritual direction, and leading prayer groups.  

The priests’ family and friends will always be welcome to visit them at the residence. 

 We will arrange for some activities at the residence, such as concerts, retreats, and  

dinner parties. It will be up to the priests to decide what they would like to do.                     

Unlike a nursing home, the priests will be able to plan their own schedules and maintain their 

independence, while receiving the assistance they may need.  

The Community of Mary, Mother of Mercy will raise money to buy a  building for the 

residence, for the cost of renovating the building, and to assist with the costs of the priests’ 

care and other expenses, if needed. 

Since the Community of Mary, Mother of Mercy was founded in 2014, many senior 

priests have offered their support, prayers, and advice for this project of   starting a priests’ 

residence, including Father John Rooney, Father James Lefebvre, Father Joseph D’Agostino, 

Father Donald Kelly, Father James Vaughan, Father George St. John, Father Capistran 

Hanlon, OFM, and Father Reginald Reddy, OFM. Father Rooney was the Community’s first 

chaplain and our main advisor until he died in April 2016. He read and approved this         

description of the residence.  He felt so strongly about having a residence for senior priests 

that he planned to use his own money to buy the house, and intended to live there. We will 

always be thankful for the support of Father Rooney and the other priests who advised us. 

After Father Rooney died in 2016, his friend, Father O’Connor became the Chaplain 

and President of our organization and he has advised and supported us in our plans for the 

priests’ residence. 

As this may be your future home, we would welcome your ideas and suggestions. If 

you know of any lay Catholics who would be interested in volunteering with us in some way, 

please ask them to contact us. We are particularly in need of a volunteer with experience in 

bookkeeping or accounting so we can begin fundraising right away. If you know of  anyone 

with this experience, please contact us.                
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Lessons from Saintly Teachers—Francis de Sales, Thomas Aquinas, and John Bosco 

 

By Father Julian Davies, OFM 

 

The last week of January in the Liturgical Calendar celebrates three great saints, although 

this year the feasts of Francis de Sales and John Bosco fell on Sundays, and so were not          

observed. In his spiritual classic, Introduction to the Devout Life, St, Francis de Sales makes the 

important point that we draw close to God by means that are appropriate to our state of life,  

married or single, religious or lay, and our condition, male or female, sick or healthy, prosperous 

or getting along, working or retired. The banner of the sixties, “Bloom where you are planted”     

expresses a similar idea.  Holiness means being the person God wants us to be, not a clone of 

someone else. 

  St. Francis de Sales preached gentleness, not only with others, but also with oneself.      

We of retirement age have learned we just can’t beat ourselves into holiness. We can, of course, 

practice patience, by counting to ten in time of frustration, or delaying the satisfaction of our   

curiosity, by not opening a letter right away.   St. Francis de Sales practiced patience by          

buttoning and unbuttoning the many buttons on his cassock, but that is a practice for nimble       

fingers and owners of such a cassock.   

 St. Thomas Aquinas, well known for his theological and philosophical genius, was a man 

deeply devoted to the Holy Eucharist, and left us not only the Office and Mass Readings of   

Corpus Christi, but also the prayer of thanksgiving after Communion found in the Missals we 

grew up with.  
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His best prayer in my view reads this way: “O Sacred Banquet in which Christ is         

received, his Passion is recalled, the soul is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory 

is given us.” 

 St. Thomas also urged us to keep our minds open to truth, wherever it may be 

found.  In his case it was in the works of Aristotle, which like most human endeavors are 

a mixture of truth and error.  Quoting a Jewish philosopher like Martin Buber as Pope 

Francis did was following in Thomas’ footsteps.    

   St. John Bosco was a nineteenth century founder of a religious order for the          

education of young men, particularly in trades which would equip them to earn a living.           

He emphasized the training of the whole person, soul and mind and soul and body.     

Play needs to be a part of every day for the boys, just as some sort of recreation needs to 

be part of every man’s day.  

 One of the beautiful sayings of John Bosco was that we should “spread the smile  

of  religion.”  Its smile, not its frown.  A relationship with God is a joyful thing.        

Would that the necessity of so much masking of our faces may soon end so that we can 

reveal the love and joy that are in our hearts.  
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                    Profile of an Interesting Saint 

                    By Father Peter J. Murray, SJ 

  

 

 To most people in our nation, and even in our Catholic community, the name Josephine 

Bakhita means very little, even today. Now the name Bakhita means “Fortunate!” It was the name 

given to Josephine by the slave traders in Africa, where she was born. It was to prove a 

“prophetic” name in the long term, when we examine the full life of this unusual canonized saint! 

 Josephine was born somewhere around 1869, in the Sudan region of South Africa.             

At a young age, she was sold into slavery, and during a period of eleven or twelve years she       

endured physical and emotional trials that are hard for us to imagine. She was finally sold,   

around 1886, to an Italian vice – consul named Callisto Legnani. Bakhita persuaded him,       

sometime after the sale, to take her back with him to Italy. She was relieved to travel there,         

and found her life changing a great deal upon arrival in that country where she first served as a 

nanny to a fairly well-to-do family that Legnani knew. Later, her mistress put Josephine into the 

custody of the Canossian Daughters of Charity in Venice! Still later her desire to stay with those 

sisters, who were teaching her about the Catholic faith and about God, led her into a court case 

which was quite unusual for that time: a case to decide her future. It was decided that she was not 

officially a slave and should be set free. This great and surprising victory. for Bakhita led her to a  

crossroads: she was now free, what path would she choose? She chose almost immediately to  

remain with the Canossian sisters, and she not only stayed with the sisters, but became a  

Canossian sister herself, in 1896. Her long life with them – – doing humble chores, greeting  

visitors, praying with the children – – lasted until her death in 1947, when she was in her 80s. 
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 Among other things, St. Josephine Bakhita is known as an incredible model of          

forgiveness. During her life, she came to forgive all those who had enslaved her, and even 

those in Italy who treated her with more meanness than kindness. She was often quoted in   

this saying: “If I were to meet today the slave traders who kidnapped, and even tortured me,          

I would kneel and kiss their hands. If my enslavement had never taken place, how would I   

have become a Christian and religious?” Her inspiring life led the Church – – through Pope 

St. John Paul II, to canonize this woman in October of 2000. Her feast day is celebrated on    

February 8th, and she is, quite naturally, the patron saint of victims of modern slavery and  

human trafficking! 
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Our Lady of Lourdes, Pray for us. 

 

 

The Community of Mary, Mother of Mercy 

P.O. Box 38215 

Albany, NY 12203 

 

www.communityofmary.org 

 

Email: communityofmary@gmail.com 

 


