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Dear Brothers, 

 We did it again! John Weyand and I went out to lunch with Nellis Tremblay and Joe Anselment.          

It was a blast. Everyone ran true to form-- stories and laughing and recollections-- and even some struggles.   

I could sense in Joe and Nellis a desire to be more connected with the diocese and with brother priests. 

 I began to think, what if we developed something like a telephone tree so that we could stay in touch 

with one another. I don’t know how to work out the logistics of such an enterprise, but it could be done. 

  

 Meanwhile let us continue to pray for one another, for Bishop Ed and for Bishop Hubbard. 

 May the great peace of Christ be with you. 

  Father Frank O’Connor 

 

P.S.  Do you like this proposal? If so let me know. My telephone number is (518) 588-2531. 

One way we could do the telephone tree is alphabetically. If you have any other suggestions, please let me 

know. Also, if you would rather not participate, please let me know. 
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Summertime 

By Father Peter Murray, S J 

   

 During every summer season, I think about places I have visited or lived in over the years. I try to 

recall lands or houses which came to mean a lot to me, for various reasons.  Perhaps it was because God 

touched my life at such places! Such is definitely true of one of the places in which I found some of the 

first seeds of my Jesuit vocation-- and later found my vocational adventure enriched. I am referring to 

the Jesuit Martyrs’ Shrine at Auriesville! I was reflecting on that spot recently, and warm memories of 

this beloved shrine come back, as I dwell again in that beautiful Mohawk Valley place of Pilgrimage, 

now under the auspices of a group called: "Friends of the Shrine, Inc".   

 

  ONE MEMORY wafts back now. I went down to Auriesville during my Novice Days, when we 

were stationed up in Plattsburgh New York. We three (Tom, a novice from Brooklyn, Jack --a creative, 

funny guy who had been at Saint Peter's college before he entered ,and I) took a train or bus down to the 

Shrine one Feb. day in 1961, a cold, blustery one as I recall. We were lodged at the big "Tertian house" 

of Auriesville (a building now in the hands of a Buddhist group) which was a fine Jesuit retreat center, 

specializing much of the year in priest retreats. There we made beds, worked in the kitchen, and         

otherwise made ourselves available. We prayed a lot those cold, wintry days in the Auriesville area--we 

were devout novices, after all, and this was called "a novice trial" ----but never in my dreams did I think 

I might be assigned to that Shrine about 40 years later, to labor therein, and eventually to be made         

Director of the Shrine. 

 

 The trial of 1961 was a difficult enough task to be sure, but I recall the kindness of several older 

Jesuits who helped us back then and showed us "the ropes" even as they told us stories about the Shrine 

in the old days (30’s, 40’s and even after) when crowds of 3000 or 4000 persons might come to visit that 

Shrine in a single summertime weekend!  
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The long winding roads of life led me back to the Mohawk Valley several times. Sometimes I  go 

over to the large Jesuit cemetery which dates to 1962, or about one year after my Novitiate visit  (our "trial" 

down in Auriesville retreat house). I recently visited the grave of Jack, one of the novices with me   in 1961.  

He was a gracious, funny and talented lad who lived most of his Jesuit priestly life working in    Manhattan 

(at a house where I also lived, with him and 20-25 others, for about twenty-three years.) Jack's laughter and 

creative way of expressing things comes back to me whenever I visit that  hallowed resting place. 

 

     I trust that, in years to come, despite the many changes and technological upheavals that the apostles of 

today and tomorrow will undergo, there will still exist places and buildings which inspire and fortify the 

young and various other seekers as well. I thank God that the Auriesville Shrine has been one such place of 

inspiration for me-- and for many, many other pilgrim travelers of the Albany diocese, and beyond. ***** 

 

 

  

The Assumption of the Blessed Mother       

August 15 

 Almighty ever-living God, 

who assumed the Immaculate Virgin Mary, 

the Mother of your Son, 

body and soul into heavenly glory, 

grant, we pray, that, always attentive to the things that are above, 

we may merit to be sharers of her glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. (Collect of the Mass) 
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St. Bonaventure and St. Martha 

 

By Father Julian Davies, OFM 

 

           In the middle of July, the Church celebrates the Feast of St. Bonaventure, a great thirteenth century 

writer and administrator.   A Doctor of the Church, he taught at the University of Paris and wrote volumes, 

among them The Journey of the Soul to God, the Triple Way, the Soliloquies, and the Life of St. Francis.    

Bonaventure is often called the second founder of the Franciscan order, serving seventeen years as leader for 

the Order, drafting new constitutions for Friar Life, and seeking to keep the Order on a moderate path in his 

Life of Francis.  For the Church, he was named Bishop and Cardinal to give authority to his work at the    

Council   of Lyons. His gentle disposition brought about a reconciliation between Eastern and Western      

Catholics, a reconciliation which did not unfortunately last.  Though he was a leader, he lived just  like the   

other friars.  A traditional painting shows a legate bringing him the Cardinal’s hat as he stands  washing dishes.  

 

           In his Journey of the Soul to God he elaborates on St. Francis of Assisi’s vison of discovering God in 

nature by describing it as a world filled with the traces or footprints of God.  He reflects that the ordered    

structure of living and non-living things, plants and animals, earth, air, fire and water reveal the wisdom of 

God. In material things ability to move one another, he sees an indication of the power of God”, in their value 

for animals and humans the clear signs of God’s goodness. He sees the many three-fold structures in nature, 

time as past, present and future, space as the length, width, height, substances as solid, liquid, and gas, as an 

imprint of the Trinity in Creation.  Bonaventure also found in the human soul an image of the Trinity in its 

structure of memory, intellect and will, three distinct powers, yet one substance.  The Saint also wrote a book 

showing how every branch of human knowledge, speculative or practical leads to God.  As a mystic, the best 

revelation of God’s love for man was Jesus Christ, crucified for us. 
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   The Feast of St. Martha comes near the end of July.  The Gospel recently has changed from 

Luke’s account of Martha, the anxious hostess, to John’s depiction of Martha, the Confessor Jesus 

as Lord and of her faith in the Resurrection.  However, the opening prayer keeps the more          

traditional theme, speaking of Martha as welcoming Jesus as a guest.  John’s Gospel does tell us 

that Martha, her sister Mary and brother Lazarus were friends that Jesus loved and likely visited   

whenever he was in Judea. Most of us priests have had many Martha’s in our life, people and 

families with whom we could relax and share our lives.  We ought to remember them every day   

in our prayers.  They have contributed to our growth in human maturity, understanding and by 

their friendship brought us closer to God.   

 

    Along with the Martha’s, let us think of the many folks who have worked with us, as parish 

councilors, employees, members of the Rosary Society or Holy Name Society, Knights of        

Columbus, or plain workers at parish bazaars.  I have been enriched humanly and spiritually by           

association with Marriage Encounter, Marriage Retorno, and the Secular Franciscan Order.           

I am glad to give these people credit for all they have done for me. 

   

 Not least of all is the friendship of fellow priests, more and more who have passed to the 

Lord as we grow older.  May they too be benefitted by our ministry of intercession as are the 

many Martha’s in our lives. Thank God for a faith that encourages and offers community.   
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 Thank You Senior Priests 

By Louise Merrie Schrecongost 

 I have always admired senior priests because of the witness they give of faithfulness 

and perseverance in their vocation. We are blessed in our diocese to have many priests who 

have retired as pastors, but who continue to assist in parishes-- celebrating Mass, hearing 

confessions, and visiting the sick-- sometimes even driving long distances to help wherever 

they are needed. Other priests, who can no longer work in active ministry because of health 

problems, are also serving the Church by their prayers, by offering up their suffering, and by 

being available to spend time with people, to listen to them, and give them guidance. 

I believe God gives senior priests the graces they need to serve Him. I have observed 

priests who did not seem physically strong, walking with difficulty to the altar, who seemed 

transformed while celebrating Mass, praying aloud with a strong voice, and giving excellent 

homilies. I have known priests with health problems, who were often in pain, and who       

experienced difficulties living in a nursing home, but who still remained very dedicated to 

prayer every day and were more concerned about other people than themselves. 

I am thankful to God for giving me the gift of friendship with some wonderful                 

diocesan and religious order senior priests. These priests have been true spiritual fathers to 

me; they have prayed for me and with me, encouraged me, and inspired me with their         

example. 

Senior priests are an important part of our family in the Church. Whether you are     

engaged in active ministry or a ministry of prayer, please know that there are many lay       

people who are grateful to you for your vocation of service and pray for you. 

 

 

 


