
  

 

The Community of Mary,  

Mother of Mercy Newsletter 

May/June 2021 

Dear Brothers, 

 Last week John Weyand and I both went up to Queensbury to take Joe Anselment and Nellis 

Trembley to lunch. Of course, both Joe and Nellis are wonderful storytellers and they regaled us with 

great stories from the past. It was an extremely entertaining afternoon and I look forward to our next 

visit with them. 

 However, there was a note of sadness for me. Joe spoke of not having received                       

Holy Communion for more than a year. Even though we’ve been through a Coronavirus year and 

more, that is a long time for one who has been dedicated to the Eucharist to be without the Sacrament. 

Both Nellis and Joe spoke of the secular atmosphere of the  residences--not much spirituality.               

I began wondering what that would be like for me. I wondered too, can’t we do better for our       

brothers? 

 Just something to think about, to pray about. I’d be glad to hear from you.                                                   

My phone number is (518) 588 - 2531. 

 

 Great Peace, to you, 

 Father Frank O’Connor 

 

 P. S. - It appears to me that a Senior Priest Residence as proposed by the Community of Mary   

is well worth thinking about and praying about. 
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Pentecost 

By Father Peter Murray, S J 

  

 We celebrate on Pentecost, the Birthday of the Church, that day when our Catholic     

Christian Church began, at least according to one reading of the Bible. Perhaps the more          

rigorous scholars wouldn’t call it that, but to the popular “man or woman in the pews” it’s a 

good enough title. And meaningful. 

 

 And what happened way back then was wonderful. A strong wind blew, then tongues of 

fire came to rest upon each one, upon Mary, upon Peter, upon James and all the rest. Tongues as 

of flame – – on each of their heads that day. 

 

 Those fearful men went out that day to “give the Good News” about Jesus’ life, death and 

Resurrection, and in truth, also His ascension to the Father. And reports have it that about 3000 

souls became Followers of the Way that day, that means, they entered the Christian Fellowship. 

3000! 
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 Jesus of course had prepared the way for this coming of the Holy Spirit – through many 

speeches, and through many long nights and days. For example, in the Upper room He promised to 

send them an Advocate “who will teach you all truth and lead you to my Father’s truth.”               

He promised this many times. Also, Jesus spoke of ascending to His loved Father: “So that where I 

am you also may be.” But before He could bring them to where He was, He had to strengthen those 

men to carry on His mighty work. It was a natural enough thing to ask, but for a long time, they 

could not fully hear Him: they could not understand… 

 

The coming of the Holy Spirit was an answer to prayer, prayer uttered by fearful men who 

wanted boldness, by shy and non-comprehending men and women who wanted wisdom.               

The Spirit brought forth both, and the face of the earth began to be renewed. 

 

What Pentecost meant to the Church once, it can mean again, in our own day! In our own 

time, we need to renew the face of this earth and also to change the hearts of the people around us, 

when possible. For this, we need discernment, which will allow us to hear God’s Word again and to 

live with generosity, courage, and a new wisdom in regard to what things must be burned away 

within us. Let us pray for that discernment now, and in the weeks to come! The Pentecostal spirit 

will never let us down. 
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The Holy Eucharist 

By Father Julian Davies, OFM 

 

While I was preparing my Corpus Christi homily, I noticed two things about the  opening prayers.  

First, it was the prayer used at Benediction.  More significantly it speaks of the mysteries, plural, of the  

Holy Body and Blood of the Lord. Three came to mind: the connection with the Passion; the Real         

Presence; the Sacrament and its effects. 

 

    St. Paul in the earliest account of the Institution of the Eucharist states the connection  between  

the Mass and the Passion: “As often as you eat this bread or drink this cup you proclaim the death of the 

Lord until He comes.” (1 Cor.  11:26) The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: “The Eucharist is 

the memorial of Christ’s Passover, that is the work of salvation accomplished by the life, death and                

resurrection of  Christ, a work made present by the liturgical action.” (#140) In other words, at Mass        

we are mystically present at the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection of Jesus. 

 

The second mystery of the Body and Blood of Jesus is the Sacrament itself.  It is the Bread of 

Life, a spiritual food that strengthens us for the journey of Christian life, forgives our venial sins, heals 

the wounds of sin and of life, grows us in sanctifying grace.  Sometimes, it seems to me, we priests   

forget that when we are celebrating Mass these wonderful effects of Holy Communion come to us.  
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Besides, although it is not a mystery per se, Holy Communion is a pledge of eternal 

life, for Jesus has promised that to those who eat of his Bread of Life. 

 

The third Mystery of Jesus’ Body and Blood is the Real Presence:  That Jesus is  

substantially present under the appearances of bread and wine, truly, Body and Blood,  

Soul and Divinity. Sometimes the need to continue the Mass impedes our taking advantage 

of the fact that Jesus is present within us after Communion, and we can speak to Him.        

I believe that we who have received Jesus for years have had more face-time with Jesus 

than most of the people who met Him when He was on earth. This personal presence of  

Jesus allows us to speak to Him our gratitude, plead with Him for the help of our friends, 

relatives, and ourselves, praise him for his    goodness, seek healing and forgiveness.          

I recall when I was a young man getting into the prayers of thanksgiving after Mass: the 

prayer of Thomas Aquinas, Psalm 33, the Anima Christi and others now found on the back 

pages of missalettes.   

If you receive outside of Mass, these prayers are a good help to building a              

relationship with Jesus, whether you say them as a whole or in part, as I tend to do with 

prayers of Aquinas and Bonaventure .  

 

    The word “Communion” expresses the idea that the Eucharist is a social            

sacrament. St. Paul tells us we are  “one body, one loaf.” (1 Cor. 10:17) Receiving Holy 

Communion alone is still an action that joins us to Christ’s Mystical Body, as the famous 

hymn “One Bread, One Body” reminds us.   
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 Some Questions and Answers About the Residence for Senior Priests 

1. Will there be a chapel and daily Mass? 

Yes. The residence will have a chapel where the priests can go to pray. Mass will be 

celebrated  in the residence by one of the priests who will live there or by a priest who 

is visiting. 

2. Will there be any transportation for priests who can no longer drive? 

Yes. Volunteers from the Community of Mary, Mother of Mercy will be available to 

drive priests who live in the residence. 

3. Can the priests continue to stay in the residence if their health declines? 

Yes. The residence is intended to be a home for senior priests who can no longer live 

independently. The building will be handicapped accessible for priests who have     

limited mobility. Meals and housekeeping will be provided. Members of the         

Community of Mary will volunteer in the residence 24 hours a day so that someone 

will be available at all times to assist the priests. Additional help will be provided by 

home healthcare aides and nurses from an agency or from a local parish. We will make 

every effort to support the priests spiritually and emotionally as well as with their 

health and activities of daily living. 

4. Will there be privacy for the priests in the residence? Will they be able to    

maintain their independence? Yes. Each priest will have his own bedroom and       

bathroom. The priests will have the option of participating in any activities scheduled 

in the residence, but it will be up to the priests to decide what they would like to do 

each day.  

5.  What will be the cost to live there? 

The Community of Mary will raise money to manage the residence, and to assist 

priests who need help with the cost of home health care. The priests will share          

expenses for the cost of the household (utilities, food, fuel, etc.).  


