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Dear Brothers, 

Earlier this year Pope Francis spoke to a gathering of 

priests saying, “There is nothing more beautiful for man 

than to be called to the priesthood...called to follow Jesus, to be with Him, to bring 

Jesus to others, to bring them His Word and His forgiveness.” 

Our Holy Father spoke of “the beauty of fraternity.” He said that priests 

especially do not follow the Lord just as individuals but as members of a community.  

He went on to say that priestly fraternity is a conscious choice that must be cultivated. 

I’ve been wondering to myself; how can I cultivate my conscious choice of our 

fraternity.  Of course, prayers for one another, offering Mass for one another once a 

month, being in touch with one another and the old standby, sharing a meal with one 

another. We could reach out to make sure our brothers are able to care for 

themselves. 

Dear brothers, I hope and pray that this Christmas will be a time of joy for you, 

for all of us. Deep Christmas peace to you, 

Father Frank O’Connor  
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Praying for the Souls of Priests 

By Louise Merrie Schrecongost 

 On November 20, Father Julian Davies, OFM celebrated the Community of 

Mary’s annual memorial Mass for the souls of priests. This Mass and our prayers for 

deceased priests are part of our ministry. In our friendships with senior priests, we are 

making a commitment to always assist them, and our commitment continues after 

they die by our prayers for them. 

 I have been close friends with several priests who died within the last few years 

including Father Edward Ryan, Father John Rooney, Father Capistran Hanlon, OFM, 

and Father Reginald Reddy, OFM. I pray for them every day and I will always be 

grateful for their friendship. There are many other priests I knew for only a short 

amount of time, and I pray for them too. Every time I attend Mass, when the priest 

offers prayers for the deceased, I pray for my spiritual fathers, just as I pray for my 

parents. 

 The month of November each year in the Church is a beautiful reminder to 

pray for the souls of everyone who has died, to remember them, and be thankful to 

God for the people who were an important part of our lives. Our prayers keep us 

united to them as they pray for us as well. We have hope we will see them again 

when we are with God in Heaven. 
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Advent Homily 

By Father Peter J. Murray, SJ 

In Revelation 21:5, there is this proclamation: “Behold, I make all things new.” 

I think it bountifully expresses the attitude we might have as we face this season of 

Advent…as we move into its last days…Pray, yes, and be alert; but keep a glad heart. 

FOR THE LORD is not a false Lover; no, the good that He has bestowed on us 

already he wishes to multiply, expand, and offer to us in even greater abundance. 

This is one of the many messages found in Advent. And it's an inspiring one for 

today. 

     An opening antiphon tells us: "The Lord will come and he will not delay." DO we 

really believe this? DO we trust in His word? IF so, our lives should change; our 

hearts should be at least "often" merry and open to His gifts, even when the day looks 

dark; or when we feel a bit lonely or frustrated in our confinement. 

     Later in the Mass the response says: "Let the clouds rain down the Just one! Let 

the earth bud forth a Saviour."  How beautiful and timely that sentiment! The words 

of Isaiah which you have heard also said much the same thing: let justice rain down; 

let it descend like gentle rain, coming down from the skies above! We need a 
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Saviour, each of us, and the world stands ready to Receive this Saviour with open 

arms only when we ourselves have open hearts: true enough no? 

      Sometimes even strong persons have their doubts. John the one called "the 

Baptizer" sends two of his own disciples to Jesus, and they ask: Are you the one who 

is "to come" or shall we look for another? Jesus had been about the task of healing, or 

helping the sick, of preaching, of giving sight to many who were blind, etc. And so he 

said this to those who came: "look and see what is happening! The lame walk, the 

blind see, the poor have the Gospel preached to them; and blessed is the one who 

takes no offense at me." Maybe he felt that John would be offended at all this show of 

power; maybe not. Maybe he knows, as we all have come to know, that followers can 

be fickle, at times, and can draw wrong conclusions even after they see miracles. 

Whatever the case, Jesus sent a strong message back. I am here to do wondrous and 

unusual things: get ready! 

 Yes, Jesus came to do wondrous and truly unusual things in the world. These 

later talks and scenes from our Gospel account took place after Jesus was already a 

man, walking the roads of Israel, helping many of those who sought his wisdom, and 

healing. For now, we must wait for the Word, and wait in hope. Prayerfully, we bring 

our preparations to a closing, for Christmas is near. The Word is soon to be 

manifested in a brand new mode—how wonderful His presence, how sweet are his 

gifts! But the greatest Gift is always yet to come, while we are here, on this planet 

earth. Amen! 
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Christmas Presence: Joy, Light, and Memory 

By Father Julian Davies, OFM 

This year I began celebrating Christmas on the Third Sunday of Advent when I 

was struck by the words of the prophet Isaiah: “The Lord is in your midst.” In 

addition, the declaration of forgiveness of sins and the responsorial psalm’s echo of 

“God among us” and “he has been my Savior.” I connected to the message of the 

Angels on Christmas night: “Behold I bring you good news of great joy” : “Today a 

Savior is born to you.” 

            Although we look forward to a special encounter with Christ at Christmas, 

Christ is already present with us—in the Eucharist, in the Bible, in our personal 

prayers; in our connections with people, places, work, play, even though that 

Presence is not realized until reflection in these latter cases. The joy we feel is really 

a sign of Christ’s Presence.  And where love is, God is also.   Joy is a by-product of 

loving relationships, whether to God, persons, or things.  
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“The people in darkness have seen a great light” is part of the Christmas Mass 

readings. It calls to mind the human experience of brightness amid darkness, 

particularly the experience of light after the darkness of a blackout. Some people light 

up a room so to speak. Jesus was certainly such a person. Jesus did describe himself 

as the light of the world, not just the cosmos, but the world of our lives. 

Christmas can bring beautiful memories. We priests who celebrate for others, 

and sometimes to the point of exhaustion may have some time recalling Christmas 

Masses and Christmas days, unless something unusual happened on them. At least I 

do.  Yet three special Christmas Masses stand out for me: Mass at my mother’s 

bedside with family three days before she died; Mass at St. Peter’s Hospital in a 

common room where a friend was; Mass at Comstock Prison where after Mass a 

prisoner shook my hand and gave me something precious to him, a piece of candy. I 

hope these stories stimulate your own memories and you can share them with friends 

of the Community of Mary, Mother of Mercy. 

 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


